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Morphological structure and classification of Rhodoleia
flowers in Guangdong province
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Abstract:To get a comprehensive understanding of Rhodoleia plants in Guangdong province, a systemic investigation was conducted
on morphological structure and flowering habit of Rhodoleia plants derived from grafting. Significant differences in florescence,
inflorescence size, petal size and petal colour were observed among various clones and among different origins. The entire florescence
ranged from the third 10 days of November to the third 10 days of next April, totaling up to 123 days. The full -bloom occurred in
February. Inflorescence has an average length of 4.2 cm, and an average width of 5.0 cm. Petal displayed a variety of color and its average
number was 19. According to the ratio of petal's length to width, Rhodoleia flowers were divided into four types: narrow inverted
lanceolate shape, inverted lanceolate shape, spoon shape and wide spoon shape. Cluster analysis classified Rhodoleia into three groups,
that was small flowers, middle flowers and big flowers, and subdivided it into seven types: dark red small flowers, small flowers with short
petal, early flowers with narrow petals, middle flowers, pink early flowers, big flowers with long petals and big flowers with round petals.
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